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March 10, 2021
Dear Parents and Guardians,
A concern from a student was brought to the attention of our administration regarding a social studies
assignment about slavery. While the District does have defined and approved curricula, teachers have some
latitude in the resources and materials they choose to use in their lessons.
Once alerted to the existence of this assignment, the administration reviewed the assignment and met with
the teacher. After taking these steps it was determined that the assignment is inappropriate, offensive and
unacceptable. The assignment will no longer be used in any class and the teacher has been suspended. Further,
we will engage in a systematic process to ensure that any other inappropriate assignments are identified and
removed immediately.
As part of the 2019-2022 Strategic Plan, the District has put much effort and resources into creating an
equitable, inclusive environment through policy reform, student advocacy, hiring practices and other areas.
However, as this assignment demonstrates, there is more critical work to do to ensure that our curriculum,
instruction, and climate provide culturally inclusive experiences for all of our students. Our Director of
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion is working with our curriculum leaders and teaching staff to address these needs
to ensure that all curricular topics are taught through a culturally-responsive lens in the future to give all our
students the best educational experience possible.
We commend the student for speaking up about this assignment and apologize for the harm that this has
caused. The voices of our young people are important and heard.
Sincerely,
Dr. Ken Lockette

The mission of the South Fayette Township School District, in partnership with the community, is to cultivate academic, artistic, and
athletic excellence of the whole child by fostering the skills to be confident, ethical, empathetic, and responsible global citizens.

